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10. New Method of Applying Iodine for the Cure of Phthisis Pulmonalis. —The 
following is Mr. Leigh's method of using" iodine. lie directs the patient to 
apply a sufficient quantity of iodine ointment on the ribs, under both axilla;, and 
to cover the head with the bedclothes, to breathe the iodine volatilized by the 
heat of the axilla;. The ointment produces counter-irritation on the skin where 
it is applied, and is to be repeated according to circumstances. This method, 
he says, lias appeared to him to arrest the progress of phthisis.— London Med, 
Gaz.y May, 1811. 

11. Method of Preparing Fine Points of Caustics. By James Hunter. —Eight 
years ago I was called to a case of profuse bleeding from leech bites on the 
scrotum; after several things had failed, I tried the well-known plan of inserting 
the sharp point of a stick of lunar caustic in one or two of the bites, which im¬ 
mediately ceased to bleed, but as they were very numerous, the caustic soon 
lost its point, and I tried in vain to stanch the others with the blunt end. The 
case being extremely urgent, and the patient nearly pulseless, there was no 
time to make a new point in the common way, so I wrapt the nitrate in a bit of 
paper, crushed it with my heel, and placing some of the fragments on a silver 
half-franc piece, I held it over the llame of a candle, and then dipt the triangular 
pointed flat end of a silver probe, previously roughened on a stone, in the melted 
salt, which adhered, and on cooling formed a fine coating. This being inserted 
quite into one or two of the bites, they immediately ceased to bleed; to get 
another point of caustic on the probe was the work of an instant, and in this 
way a most alarming hemorrhage (the patient being almost in articulo) was 
speedily arrested. 1 can recommend the plan to general practitioners when they 
meet with similar cases, and it will be found an improvement to heat the flat 
end of the probe before dipping it, and afterwards to hold it in the blue part of 
the flame for an instant, ns in this way a smoother coaling is procured. Since 
the above incident, I have been in the frequent habit of employing the same 
method to get a fine point of lunar caustic for various ophthalmic purposes, such 
as touching small sloughy ulcers of the cornea penetrating to the membrane of 
the aqueous humour, and in many other cases. 1 have also in this way got a 
fine coatinn- of the nitrate on a probe, to he passed into the nasal duct in some 
cases of fistula lachrymal is; and I conceive it might he found useful in many 
cases in general surgery, such us sinuses, affections of the nose, ear, &c., where 
caustic would often be introduced, hut for the fear of serious consequences from 
the breaking of a common stick of it in such situations. The plan just recom¬ 
mended answers equally well for caustic potass, when a fine point or globule 
of it is required, as for producing eversion of a misplaced eyelash, or for de¬ 
stroying the remains of cysted tumours in the eyelids, or other purposes. The 
potass may be applied to the roughened surface of any common metal; but for 
the nitrate of silver, the probes must be of silver or gold, else the salt is rapidly 
decomposed and the probe destroyed. A fine point of tartar emetic, sulphate of 
copper, and similar salts, may be got by chipping their crystals, and then fixing 
the fragment on the end of the probe with sealing wax; but another plan, and 
the only one, when a long bristle, as it were, of these substances is required, is 
to take a wire, or the point of an old lancet, and heating it, and giving it a very 
thin coat of sealing wax, to push it, whilst hot, amongst the powdered salt. In 
this way a probe, which is to be introduced into a sinus, or into the nasal duct, 
may be coated with sulphate of copper or any other metallic salt; and this is 
the method 1 employ to prepare the flat points of tartrate of antimony for inocu¬ 
lating the bulbs of inverted eye-lashes, using for the purpose a bit of platinum 
foil shaped like a lancet.”— Med. Chirurg. Ikv., from Edinburgh Monthly Journ. 
Med. Sci. 

12. Cilrated Aromatic Wine of Iron. — This preparation, Mr. Gore, of Lime¬ 
rick, says “ has been improperly termed tinduraferri auranliacu^ though a vinous 
preparation of the per and proto-citrate of iron. The formula for its manufacture 
is contained in the Pharmacopoeia JVirlembergica, published in 1793. The pre- 
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paration itself possesses the most agreeable odour and taste of any medicinal 
compound ever introduced into practice. It is aromatic, carminative, and tonic, 
and I have no doubt will supersede the preparations in general use when once 
it has been fairly tried. 

“ Four ounces of iron filings, or, what I think would be better, iron wire, are 
put into a stone mortar; with these are beaten up four Seville oranges deprived 
of the seeds. Two or three days are allowed them to stand, having been placed 
in a wide-mouthed bottle; to them are next added ten ounces of Madeira wine, 
and two ounces of spirit of orange peel. After digesting for a fortnight the 
entire is expressed and filtered. A fine dark-coloured aromatic fluid is the result, 
highly chalybeate, and exceedingly agreeable, not only as to the taste left in the 
mouth, but the sensation it produces in the stomach. It is a compound of proto 
and per-citrate of iron, with perhaps a little tartrate from the wine, saccharine 
matter, mucilage, and essential oil. 

“Three parts of this preparation, with one of syrup of smilax aspera, forms a 
compound which will not be rejected by the most delicate stomach. I have 
o-iven it to children and young persons in various forms of disease with debility, 
and I have never found it disliked or rejected, but its repetition rather looked 
for. In strumous habits, where an excess of the white tissues constitutes a 
congenital evil—in passive uterine hemorrhage, anasarca from general debility- 
chlorosis—malignant disease, in which iron is so highly extolled by Mr. Car¬ 
michael, and in those diseases which arise from a general deficiency of tone, 
this preparation would seem to me to be of exceeding utility from its agreeable 
and chalybeate qualities. . 

“ Where the secretion from a relaxed state of the mucous membrane tn chro¬ 
nic bronchitis exists, I have no doubt but it will be found efficacious combined 
with ipecacuan wine. 0 

“From having used this remedy repeatedly, as I obtained it from Mr. bteven- 
son’s Limerick Medical Hall, where all that is new and valuable in pharmacy 
may be obtained, I can confidently recommend its use to the profession, and I 
have been led to do so because 1 consider it a valuable addition to the presenber, 
and because I wish to bring it under the notice of Mr. Carmichael, who has 
spoken in high terms of a preparation recommended to him by Sir J. Murray, 
from the facility with which it can be retained upon the stomach—-I mean car¬ 
bonate of iron in the act of precipitation as made by dissolving bicarbonate of 
soda and muriated tincture of iron in water, which is taken in a state of efferves¬ 
cence. As the lemon contains a larger quantity of citric acid than the orange, I 
would suggest tire addition of one lemon in the formation of the quantity before 
ordered, which I think might be an improvement as well as an addition.”— 
Rraithwaite's Retrospect, No. 1, from Dublin Medical Press, April 29, 18-10. 

13. Powder of Sarsaparilla.— Sir Francis Smith states that he has long been 
eno-aued in observing the effects of different preparations of sarsaparilla, and he 
is persuaded that of all the forms “that of powder is in most instances the most 
valuable. The advantages which it possesses, in my opinion,” he observes, 
“may be stated as follows:—viz., 1, we can make use of it in many conditions 
of the stomach where a large quantity of fluid would prove inconvenient or inju¬ 
rious; 2, it may be taken in more certain and definite quantities; 3, its effects 
are, as far as I have observed, more durable. Of course certain conditions of 
the skin will occur where the use of the domestic decoction will be more ser¬ 
viceable, especially if it be taken warm; and in a slimy or foul condition of the 
primre vis the infusion in lime water (recommended by Dr. O’Beirne of Dub¬ 
lin, not as made in the Pharmacopeia,) will present special advantages. All 
forms of extract, whether fluid or otherwise, I have remarked to be so uncertain 
in their effects, (and that whether made with or without the contact of atmo¬ 
spheric air,) that I have long ceased to prescribe them at all. 

“ Mode of Preparation and Administration of the powder.— Different means may 
be used in preparing the powder of sarsaparilla, and provided they have the 
effect of excluding the ligneous portion of the root, and retaining the remainder, 



